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FROM PAT'S DESK 


Over the -years, many conversations regarding 
Disney Horticulture techniques have centered 
around the "Good Show, Bad Show" aspects of 
landscape maintenance. Following is a discussion 
of landscape maintenance items that really do 
make the difference between Disney and 
everybody else. We must also remember that our 
guests expect and deserve nothing but the best. 
Every hour of every day is a new show and 
Horticulture must act and react accordingly. We 
must always remember that our guests will leave 
with an impression of what they saw that 
particular day. They really don't care that two 
crew members are on vacation, your lawn mowers 
have been broken for three days, it rained four 
inches in an hour, or that your dog has fleas. 


ITEMS RELATING TO ALL ASPECTS OF DISNEY 


LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 


1) Dead or dying plant material should not be 
visible in, or from any guest area. Nothing is 
more visible than a brown tree in a cast of 
10,000 green trees. 

2) Any soil or debris created by landscape 
operations must be totally cleaned up prior to 
opening. This means the area should be just 
as Custodial would have prepared it for our 
guests. 

3) Costumes, tools, or other personal affects 
removed, or not in use during the course of 
the day, should be out of guests' view at all 
times. 


currently being compiled. 


4) Any landscape operation not completed the 
same day started should look finished as 
possible at the end of your day. Remember, 
more people are likely to see the results of 
your labor after we leave for the day. A 
guest is more likely to notice a half pruned 
tree rather than the fact that only four of 
eight trees are pruned. When planting annuals 
and shrubs, finish the row, or stop planting at 
a corner, or other natural termination point. 
Never leave holes for; or containerized plants 
that will not be planted that day. 

5) Any debris in planted areas not associated 
with landscape operations should be removed 
immediately. 

6) Obvious weed infestations should be removed 
at once. 

7) Insure that plant identification labels are 
properly placed and maintained. 


8) Timely and careful application of chemicals 
to ensure quality foliage and bloom. 

9) Maintaining a truly efficient irrigation system 
without a guest seeing even the first sprinkler 
head is top priority. 


Additional landscape maintenance items dealing 
with annuals and shrubs, trees, and turf are 
They will be shared 
with you in future issues of "Every Bloomin' 
Thing". By following these guidelines, we can 
continue to produce the best Horticultural show 


possible for our guests. 
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Eldon is pictured above demonstrating to our 
guests the utilization of computer technologies. 


COMPUTERS AT THE LAND 


Agriculture is no exception to today's 
"computer revolution". Almost every farm 
publication has at least one article per issue on 
new computer applications. 10 reflect this 
revolution, The Land agriculture computerization 
project was born. The project, which is jointly 
funded by WDW and WED, is an attempt to 
demonstrate to our guests how today's 
agriculturists are utilizing computer technologies. 

Currently, work is being concentrated in two 


areas. The first is the development of an 


environmental monitoring system for The Land's 
greenhouses. This system will monitor parameters 
such as temperature, humidity and solar 
irradiation and feed the data into the second area, 
the data management system. The data manager 
will take the environmental data and link it with 
hand keyed information on the plants, animals, and 
pests. Horticultural and pest management 
decisions will then be based on these data allowing 
for more precise timing of things like biological 
and chemical pest control, and crop scheduling for 
maximum show and production. 

Plans for the next fiscal year include working 
an active display of the information into the show, 
and expansion of the environmental monitoring 
system into the aquacell to monitor the water 
quality. In subsequent years we hope to develop 
methods to monitor and control soil moisture and 
nutrient delivery. 


Eldon Muller, Technical Specialist 
Tne Land 
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SUMMER ANNUALS - WATCHED AND WORN 


Every summer day a multitude of eager guests 
rush through the Magic Kingdom turnstiles, 
stampede up Main Street and disperse into one of 
eight directions under the shadows of the turrents 
of Cinderella's Castle. During this migration, 
some stop and notice the flowers, some rush by; 
but all, either indirectly or not, experience the 
effect of thousands of annuals welcoming them 
and setting the stage for their day. 

Summer weather conditions, as well as summer 
crowds, pose special problems as we sweat to 
maintain the best possible show conditions day 
after day. Increased insect populations, fungi born 
on monsoon winds and the world's most vigorous 
weeds descend in numbers for outnumbering the 
guests upon the Magic Kingdom each summer. 

With gut determination we, as gardeners, 
march forth to pamper our star performers. After 
weekly cultivation and a quick pinch, the 2,500 
'Midway' coleus never see a bloom. With 
"Presidential" grandeur, cannas provide a striking 
contrast for the coleus in the west center. 
Pachystachys lutea paint the foreground for the 
Crystal Palace, while the entrance to 
Tomorrowland is framed in 'Victoria' blue salvia. 
But, by and far, our most accomodating "stand in" 
has to be caladiums; whether 'White Wing' or 
'Lord Derby', their easy care and tolerance gives 
us time to breathe. 

The Hub and Town Square play host to a 
supporting cast of thousands, ranging from gloriosa 
daisy, Gamolepis chrysanthemoides, salvia of all 
colors and Aster frikartil. Each receives a weekly 
cultivation and supplemental feeding at 6 to 8 
weeks. 

We control the fall of the rain no better than 
we can control the fall of the guests' feet, but we 
can make adjustments. Of the 350 miniature 
'Rise-n-Shine' roses in Town Square only 10 have 
had to be replaced since June because of the 
parade damage. These sturdy little miniatures 
have survived 3 parades a day and have proven to 
be our most parade proof plants yet. Some areas 
still remain a problem--the oak planters in front 
of Cinderella's Castle have given way to mulch. 

© Despite the added difficulties of the summer 
season, pride in our profession will assure a 
constantly good show. 


Ed Disney, Town Square Lead, 
Herb Bahr, Hub Lead 
Magic Kingdom 
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SUMMER WORK EXPERIENCE STUDENTS 


You may have noticed three new faces in the 
Magic Kingdom landscape area--those of selected 
college students here for the summer to 
experience the various aspects of our landscape 
maintenance operation. They include Floyd 
Scotton from Michigan State University in East 
Lansing, Clayton Smith from California State 
Polytechnic University in Pomona, and Byron Geist 
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University in Blacksburg. As they rotate through 
your area, please welcome these students and 
make them feel at home here in central Florida. 
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(L-R) Byron Geist, Floyd Scotton, Clayton Smith. 


A STANDARD DISPLAY 


While walking on the Odyssey bridge near First 
Aid at EPCOT Center, you may look twice at the 
Orange and yellow flowered standards planted 
there. At a closer glance, you'll recognize this 
common plant as Lantana camara, a 
representative of the family verbenaceae. 
Lantana, a perennial herb, is found throughout 
the southeast as a vining or trailing shrub. 
Started at the Nursery, these fast growing plants 
can be easily trained as a standard. It does 
require full sun and will bloom best with little 
fertilizer. - 

With its dark green, opposite leaves, and 
brilliant flower colors, Lantana makes a nice 
accent plant, although it is not without drawbacks. 
It is not cold hardy, as we lost our beautiful 
specimen of last year. It is very susceptible to 
mealy bugs and the blue-black fruit is poisonous. 
But, if kept trimmed properly and pest-free, it 
provides an attractive conversation piece in the 
garden. 


Keith Early, Terry Earp, Meagan Lott 
EPCOT Center Landscape 





È 1980 WALT OCSMEY PRODUC TIONS 


BEACH BLANKET BINGO 


Plans for our 1984 Horticulture Division 
Family Picnic were discussed by the Picnic 
Committee representatives at their first meeting. 
Little Lake Bryan will again be the setting for the 
festivities on Saturday, October 6, from 3:00pm - 
9:00pm. Get ready to rock-and-roll to the sounds 
of the 50's! 

Your suggestions are greatly needed, so please 
contact your picnic representative, and mark your 
calendar to attend this year's exciting 
Horticulture picnic. 





Your Picnic Committee representatives include: 
Seated (L-R) Kim Warneke, Debbie Snow, Debbie 
Rhymer, Tiana Yaeger, George Frey. Standing 
(L-R) Janet Maland, John Puskar, Marian Coffey, 
Dennis Pillows, Sue Verost, Joe Kalinowski, and 
Bobbie Johnson. Not pictured: Willie Congrove, 
Melanie Collier, Linda McEwen, Marty Dugan, 
and Fred Zweydoff. 








POR SAPELY'S SAKE 


Maintaining safe working conditions is a major concern here at WALT DISNEY WORLD. The 
occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, states organizations and supervisors can be held accountable 
by the Federal government for the health and safety of their workers. In the Horticulture Division, each 
supervisor is responsible for monthly safety meetings with their crew. 

Each supervisor also selects a representative from their crew to meet on a monthly basis with their 
area's Safety department representative to discuss safety related concerns. 

Presentations on ladder safety, workman's compensation, back strain on the job, hurricanes and 
tornadoes, and pest control safety are among those covered. These one hour presentations generate many 
questions and promote greater safety awareness on the job. 


It is your responsibility to maintain safe practices on the job. 


If there appears to be an unsafe 


condition that cannot be remedied in your area, please have your safety representative bring it up at his 
monthly meeting. Remember: SAFETY IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. 





EPCOT Center Landscape Safety Committee 
(pictured L-R) Front Row: George Frey, Sandy 
Christopher, George Cressman, Bob Vaning. Back 
Row: Scott Shultz (Coordinator), Mickey Van 
Cour, Eugene Croak, Paul Moore, Rodney Walls 
(Safety Representative). Not Pictured: Brian 
Travascio. 


WDW Landscape Safety Committee (pictured L-R) 


Front Row: Melanie Collier, Kim Warneke, John 
Bilangio. Back Row: Walt Solecki, Ray 
Snoekstra, Chuck Lynch, Michael Fuchs (Safety 
Representative), Will Shepherd (Coordinator), Fran 
Perkins. Not Pictured: Frank Day, Gary 
Hutchison, Homer Little, Brian Luzinski. 
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CALADIUM FEVER 


An explosion of colorful leaves has overtaken 
various parts of the Magic Kingdom and the 
Polynesian Resort Hotel. This riot of color is due 


to the extensive use of Caladium X hortulanum 


cultivars throughout the landscapes. 

Caladiums have two major types of leaf 
shapes. The first is ovate or elephant-ear and the 
second is lanceolate or strap leaf. Examples of 
these leaf types are Caladium 'Carolyn Whorton' 
and Caladium 'White Wing'. respectively. This 
year there were eight varieties of Caladiums used 
in the landscape. 

Caladium 'Miss Muffet' can be seen at the 
base of the treehouse. Also, located in the 
treehouse planters is Caladium 'Candidum Jr.'. 
Tucked neatly’ into the theme at Pirates of the 
Carribean is Caladium ‘Lord Derby', and at the 
entrance of the Polynesian Hotel is Caladium 'Red 
Prag’. 


Cindy Cook 
Tree Farm/Nursery 


| Editor: Mark Krause 


SAVING TIME AND SAVING DOLLARS 


Many of you have been asking, "Why haven't 
we made our mid-summer fertilizer application 
yet?" Well, in a positive effort to decrease labor 
and material costs, and keep show quality in 
prime, pest control and landscaping have joined 
together. By making a single application of a soil 
applied granular insecticide aimed primarily at 
mole cricket control and -a turf fertilizer 
application so necessary at this time of year, two 
time consuming activities have been consolidated. 

The fertilizer is a 29-2-6 analysis with 6.2% 
slow release sulfur coated urea. Hopefully this 
source of Nitrogen will hold up well against the 
regular afternoon rains that we've been having. 

Our latest and most effective mole cricket 
control insecticide is 1.5 Oftanol. This pesticide is 
Sprayed directly onto the fertilizer particles. It 
seems to have given us a little quicker release and 
control than regular Oftanol 5G. 


Jerry Hagedorn, Superintendent 
Horticultural Pest Control 


Typist: Deani Pendley 
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Historians and Authors please cite “The Progress City Disneyana Collection” when referencing 
this item. Thank you! 


To support the Progress City Public Library’s efforts, please visit our Patreon 


Or donate via PayPal 





